Review of Concert by the Steep Canyon Rangers at the Lucy Opry on November 16, 2007

by Betty Westmoreland

Sure, it’s an unusual name—Steep Canyon Rangers—but when those five talented young men hit the stage at the Lucy Opry in the Bartlett Performing Arts & Conference Center (BPACC) on November 16, 2007, they removed all doubts about who they were! Fans know that there must be something in the air, the water, or the trees in North Carolina. That state just seems to be filled to overflowing with fine bluegrass musicians, and the Steep Canyon Rangers represent a bumper crop!

While the crowd at the Lucy was small, the determined Rangers from Asheville, NC, stood the room on its ear! Literally! Young, enthusiastic, and a little different than what most folks expected, the band moved around and worked the room like pros. They had the fans eating out of their hands from the first note. Their music is solid, it’s traditional, it has a touch of old-time, and it’s in the groove with today’s rather adventurous style. Battling sound problems during their first set, the Rangers never let it slow them down. They ripped off one and then another, and fans got completely into what the band was doing.
The Steep Canyon Rangers are: Woody Platt (guitar, lead vocals), Mike Guggino (mandolin, vocals), Charles Humphrey (upright bass), Nicky Sanders (fiddle, vocals), and Graham Sharp (banjo, vocals). Their music is fresh and tight. In her attempt to figure out why it works so well, this writer has concluded that, beyond their obvious individual and collective talents, the Rangers are completely NOT stuck on themselves. They may not have any idea about how really good they are. May it remain ever thus! In a slick, over-produced bluegrass world, those qualities are refreshing.
Set 1

1. Pick Up the Blues, 2. Lovin’ Pretty Women (from the CD of the same name), 3. Tennessee Blues, 4. Don’t Ease Me In, 5. Be Still Moses, 6. I’ve Been Waiting to Hear You Call My Name (written by Mike Bub), 7 Ghost of Norma Jean (written by Mike Bub), 8. Bending the Strings (featured Graham Sharp), 9. Yesterday’s Blues (from “One Dime at a Time” CD), 10. I’m Rollin’ On (written by Charles Humphrey), 11.Cumberland Moon, and 12. ‘Chuck in the Bush (featured Nicky Sanders).

Set 2

1. A Ramblin’ Man Is a Ramblin’ Man, 2. Ain’t No Way of Knowin’, 3. Kentucky Mandolin (Bill Monroe song), 4. Call the Captain (written by Graham Sharp, coal-mining song), 5. Pickin’ on Josh (tribute to Uncle Josh Graves), 6. Oklahoma Stomp (featured Nicky Sanders), 7. One Dime at a Time (title song of CD, reached #1 on bluegrass charts), 8. Feel a Little Bit Like Dale (tribute to Dale Earnhart, NASCAR song), 9. I Can’t Sit Down (Wade Mainer gospel song and a huge favorite with the Lucy audience), 10. Knob Creek, 11. Restless Nights, and 12. I’ll Be Long Gone.
Encore: Orange Blossom Special

In this world of ‘supergroups,’ the Steep Canyon Rangers are a super group! They have had eight years to put it together, and it is together! This writer has seen strong endings, standing ovations, and good encores. What she saw at the Lucy that night was a powerful ending, a standing ovation, a blistering encore, and another standing ovation! Wow! Another plus happened when the CD went into the player in the car—the Steep Canyon Rangers sounded exactly like they did in their performance! Kudos to Fox Chase Studio, Goodlettsville, TN, producer Ronnie Bowman,  engineer Wyatt Rice, and others. Catch this fine group of young, talented musicians next time they are at a festival or show in your area. Warning: They’ll steal your heart!
For additional information:

www.steepcanyon.com
www.myspace.com/thesteepcanyonrangers 

www.rebelrecords.com 

