Review of Concert by the Alecia Nugent Band at the Lucy Opry on October 20, 2007

by Betty Westmoreland

What a thrill it is to see fine young bluegrass music artists as they start their own careers! The Alecia Nugent Band came to the Lucy Opry in the Bartlett Performing Arts & Conference Center (BPACC) on October 20, 2007, All the band members are young and eager to prove themselves to a tough, often-unforgiving genre like bluegrass music. While the crowd numbers were disappointing, the troupers in the Alecia Nugent Band ripped right into their show as though every seat were filled! 
Vocalist and band leader, Alecia Nugent, knows her stuff! The girl can sing—as noticed already by the folks at Rounder Records, at the Society for the Preservation of Blue Grass Music of America (SPBGMA—top Traditional Female Vocalist for 2007), and at the International Bluegrass Music Association (IBMA) World of Bluegrass 2007, which was held recently in Nashville, TN. Coming from a deep background of bluegrass music, Alecia proudly points to her upbringing out there on the circuit with her dad, Jimmy Nugent, and his Southland Bluegrass Band, from Hickory Grove, LA. She has learned much, and she proved it in 2004 with her first Rounder effort, “Alecia Nugent,” and again in 2006 with “A little girl…a big four-lane”. On her most recent release, she is joined by songwriter Carl Jackson and other bluegrass legends such as Alison Krauss, Rebecca Lynn Howard, Doyle Lawson, and another young, up-and-coming personality, Cia Cherryholmes. Alecia’s voice is clear and commanding; she can deliver a song!
Jennifer Strickland plays upright bass and blends her vocals perfectly with the voice of Alecia Nugent. Jennifer backs up Alecia, but she is much more than a backup singer! My goodness! The West Plains, MO, native sings a fine song! The two women have sung together for several years, and each knows where the other is going with every note, every subtle change. Jennifer’s influence is understated, as it should be, but without her there wouldn’t be that close female vocal   harmony that chills clear to the bone.
If the reader thinks he/she has seen Jason Robertson before, it’s because Jason last played the Lucy Opry a year ago with the Kenny & Amanda Smith Band. A fine mandolin player and a bit of a comic, Jason told the audience of his experience as the chief chicken-frying engineer for the local grocery store. He went on to explain that there are right and wrong ways to clean the equipment. He chose the wrong way, resulting in loss of employment with the grocery store. His loss of a job at the store resulted in Jason’s being able to work on his mandolin skills. He was soon in a bluegrass band, and the experience back at the store became a memory. He may resemble cute little Opie (Ron Howard) from “The Andy Griffith Show,” but Jason Robertson is one fine musician.

Thomas Wyrot comes to the Alecia Nugent Band from Ontario, Canada, and he plays solid banjo and guitar. His vocals round out the band’s strong, solidly traditional sound. Audiences in the South may not have heard him before, but they will definitely hear him again. 
Josh Williams came in the Lucy Opry feeling like he belonged there—which he did! His uncle, Reggie Williams, was a long-time performer at the Lucy Opry and at the Tennessee Gentlemen Bluegrass Shack. Watching Reggie on his fiddle was such a treat. It is pretty clear that there is something to that ‘showmanship gene’ that Josh inherited. He is appearing with Alecia and her band for several months, and it is clear to all what a fine musician he is. SPBGMA presented him with the award for the 2007 Guitar Performer, a well-earned prize! Special Consensus, Rhonda Vincent and the Rage, and the Alecia Nugent Band have all been fortunate to have Josh with them. A talented singer who commands the attention of the audience, Josh dazzles folks with his unbelievable guitar work. With some young performers, the observer can just tell pretty early which ones are going to keep on going. Josh is such a one!

The Program: 1. A little girl…a big four-lane, 2. I Just Think I’ll Stay Around, 3. God Knows What, 4. Good Mornin’ Country Rain, 5. Darlin’ Think of What You’ve Done, 6. A Dozen White Roses, 7. To Daddy, 8. Sugar-coated Love (dedicated to Josh’s parents, Tony and Terry Williams, who attended the show), 9. Those Memories, 10. Big Country, 11. Where His Wheels Left the Road (powerful message), 12. Knee Deep, 13. I Cried All the Way to Kentucky, 14. Listenin’ to the Rain, 15. My First Mistake, 16. Somewhere Between, 17.Sweetheart of Mine, 18. Letter from Home (Josh Williams finger-picked the intro), 19. Sleep with One Eye Open (Flatt & Scruggs, featured Jennifer Strickland), 20. Muddy River (Josh Williams on the intro), 21. Paper and Pen (written by Jerry Salley, who is featured in SPBGMA’s “Bluegrass Music News,” fall 2007 edition), 22. Breakin’ New Ground, Encore: Your Love Is Like a Flower (featured Josh Williams)
Powerful vocals coupled with fine instrumental work have put the Alecia Nugent Band right in the middle of things! They are a force to be reckoned with. The influence of such fine bands as the Tennessee Gentlemen, the Whites, and Dolly Parton was evident in the band’s song list. The onstage banter seemed to lack sparkle and energy, but that comes with being on the road and racing from one show to the next. The format of one set made it a bit long without an intermission, but that was not a big problem. This reviewer looks for great things from the band and each individual performer in the years to come.

Additional Information:

www.alecianugent.com
www.joshwilliamsmusic.com 
